
Greetings from the Board of Directors

This has been a very busy and
exciting year for MRSPT. In
addition to seeing many of our
members and supporters at this
year’s events, we have made some
new friends, and this Newsletter is
our way of sharing with all of you
what MRSPT has been doing.

Preserving the legacy of the Military Road School through various programs, such as those
highlighted in this Newsletter, continues to be our primary focus. We, therefore, sincerely thank
those of you who make it possible for MRSPT to do so through your gifts, donations, prayers,
and words of encouragement.

As you read this Newsletter, we hope you will not only recall those events and programs you may
have attended or contributed to but will consider, with us, how you may participate in 2009.
Your involvement is not only appreciated but vital to our success, and we are always interested in
receiving feedback about our activities as that helps us evaluate their effectiveness and plan for
the future. A new year offers new opportunities, and we look forward to having you share them
with us. Until then, we wish you a most Joyous Holiday and a Blessed New Year!

2008 Prayer Breakfast

“Improving Our World….Together” was the theme of MRSPT’s annual
Prayer Breakfast held on January 26, 2008, at the St. Luke Baptist Church.
Rev. John H. Jones, Assistant Pastor at St. Luke, provided an inspiring
message, and Mrs. Doris Tracy Taylor, a former Military Road School
teacher, served as an Honorary Hostess for the occasion.

Pearls of Great Price Mentoring Program

On Saturday, March 15, 2008, Mrs. Christine Bennett hosted a Pearls of
Great Price Mother and Daughter Tea for the students enrolled in this year’s
class, their Moms, and other ladies who came to offer them support and
encouragement. Also attending were several of the Female Re-Enactors of
Distinction (FREED) from the African American Civil War Museum.

Victory at Fort Stevens

MRSPT partnered with the Brightwood Community Association to
produce a walking tour of the area’s Civil War historic sites, Ft. Stevens
and Battleground National Cemetery on April 26, 2008. Throughout the
City, Cultural Tourism DC encouraged neighborhoods to promote their
local history, and re-enactors portraying Union soldiers, Aunt Betty
Thomas, Elizabeth Keckley, and Hallie Quinn Brown brought history to
life. Presentations also included a special appearance by the U.S.

Colored Troop Cadets of the Marie Reed School Elementary School.



ASALAH Presentation

On April 27, 2008, several Military Road School alumni gave a special presentation on the
history and legacy of the school, including their experiences as students, for members of the
Association for the Study of African American Life and History [ASALAH] at the Calvary
Episcopal Church in northeast Washington, D.C.

Appreciation Reception for USCT Cadets

In keeping with our policy of recognizing and encouraging
educational excellence, MRSPT hosted an appreciation reception on
behalf of the First Regiment USCT Cadets, who attend the Marie H.
Reed Community Learning Center in northwest Washington, D.C. On
May 5, 2008. The Cadets and their instructor, Mr. Dexter Akinsheye,
expressed gratitude to officers and members of the Association of
Oldest Inhabitants of the District of Columbia and the Daughters of
Union Veterans of the Civil War (Ellen Spencer Mussey Tent) for

recent donations those organizations made, which enabled the Cadets to purchase uniforms.

Brightwood Heritage Trail Unveiled

On Saturday, August 16, 2008, Cultural Tourism DC
unveiled the Brightwood Heritage Trail, which consists of 18
signs marking historic sites such as Fort Stevens and the
Military Road School, located throughout the Brightwood
community. Many volunteers who had pictures, documents, or
other resources detailing life in the neighborhood participated
in gathering its history; and MRSPT served as the non-profit
sponsoring organization for this three-year project.

Legacy of Educational Excellence Awards Banquet

MRSPT and the Washington, D.C. branch of the Black Heritage
Society jointly hosted The Legacy of Educational Excellence Awards
Banquet at the Kellogg Conference Hotel on October 25, 2008. Donald
M. Temple, Esq., a well-known D.C. attorney, was the guest speaker,
and special music for the evening was provided by the multi-talented
DuBose family of Maryland.

Mrs. Dayo Akinsheye, Principal of the Marie H. Reed Elementary
School in Washington, D.C., The Association of the Oldest

Inhabitants of D.C., Ms. Gloria Minott, host of Metro Watch, a daily morning news magazine
program on WPFW 89.3 FM, Mr. Robert Parker, Site Manager for the McLeod Bethune
Council House National Historic Site, Mrs. Eleanor Stewart, Founder and artistic director of the
D.C. Boys Choir, and Mrs. Nancye T. Suggs, the recently retired Director/Curator of the Charles
Sumner School Museum and Archives, were recognized for their outstanding contributions
toward promoting excellence in education. Dr. C.R. Gibbs, nominated by MRSPT and selected
as the 2008 recipient of the Mayor's Award for educational excellence, was also recognized for
his work and accomplishments as an author, historian and lecturer.



2008-2009 Scholarship Award Recipients

Four area students were selected to receive MRSPT’s Donnessa Lucas Memorial
Scholarship Award in the amount of $500 for the 2008-2009 school year. In addition to Ms.
Amber Hill and Ms. Tyeshia Warren, who also received awards for the 2007-2008 school year,
Ms. Ashley Jones and Ms. Whitney Thomas were named as this year’s recipients. We
congratulate these awardees and wish them well in their studies.

The Power of One

Now that you’ve read our newsletter, we hope you are looking ahead to 2009 and considering how you can
become more involved. You may be thinking that this is an appeal for your financial support through
donation or membership. However, even though all monetary gifts, regardless of the amount, are
appreciated, there are many other ways in which you can help. Donations as minimal as a book of postage
stamps or as sizeable as the loan of space for activities are equally appreciated, and remember that
donating your skills, professional experience or expertise are ways in which you can make a contribution.

Please contact us by phone at 202/577-6956 or by email at thelasax@mrspt.org to offer your ideas,
suggestions or services; and never underestimate the power of one or the difference you can make!
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