
 

 

January 28, 2006  - Prayer Breakfast 
  

We began the year with a Prayer Breakfast at the 
St. Luke Baptist Church.  Rev. Aubrey Lewis, 
St. Luke’s Pastor, delivered a powerful message 
on the heritage and legacy of our faith as a people 
freed from the shackles of hate and prejudice. 
Inspirational music was provided by the 
Amazing Souls, a local Gospel group whose 
members include Mr. L inwood Harr ington, an 
alumnus of the Military Road School. 
                                             

 
February 25-July 22, 2006 – Pearls of Great Price Mentoring School 

 
Eight young ladies ranging from grades 5 through 
11 met weekly with course instructor, Ms. 
Patricia Tyson.   The course reinforced the 
importance of developing appropriate social 
graces such as walking, sitting, standing, and 
cultivating an inner and outer lasting beauty, with 
a focus on applying these acquired skills and 
habits in everyday life.   

     Eight Pearls of Promise  
 
May 22, 2006 – Patricia Tyson receives Preservationist Award 

 
In recognition of her extensive preservation 
activities, MRSPT’s Executive Secretary was 
presented with the Preservationist of the Year 
Award by the African American Civil War 
Memorial Freedom Foundation at its awards 
luncheon, held at the African American Civil War 
Museum.  Congratulations, Pat!   
    
      

               
MRSPT 2006 Scholarship Award 

 
This year’s scholarship fundraising event was a Jazz Worship 
Service held on July 26, 2006. A “send-off”  tea, hosted by the 
Board on August 5, 2006, provided an opportunity to formally 
introduce Ms. John-Toussaint as the 2006 scholarship recipient and 
to encourage her as she returned to the University of Oklahoma for 
a second year.  



 

 

September 22-23, 2006 – The “Untold Stories of the Civil War”  
 

Symposium at the Charles Sumner School Museum 
                        Washington, D.C. 

                                         
This memorable symposium, presided over by Mr. 
Malcolm Beech who served as program emcee, paid 
tribute to the U.S. Colored Troops of the Civil War, with a 
special tribute to the First Regiment formed here in 
Washington, D.C.  Delegate Herman Taylor  of the 
Maryland House of Delegates greeted attendees and 
presented MRSPT with a congratulatory citation. 
  

 
 The conference keynote speaker was Dr. C.R. Gibbs 
(Historian and Author); and other outstanding presenters 
included:  (in alphabetical order):  Mr. Dexter  
Akinsheye (Three Dimensional Publishing Company), 
Dr . B. F. Cooling (Historian and Author), Mr. Har i 
Jones (Asst. Director, African American Civil War 
Museum), Mr. Bennie McRae (Historian from 
Trottwood, Ohio), Dr . Mar ilyn Nickels (National Park 
Service), and Dr. Frank Smith (Director, African 
American Civil War Museum).  Special Features 
included participation by the 54th Massachusetts USCT 
Color  Guard, led by Mr. Ben Hawley, as well as 
portrayals of Mr. Frederick Douglass by Mr. Michael 
Crutcher  of Nicholasville, Kentucky, and Mrs. Elizabeth 
(Aunt Betty) Thomas, known as the owner of Fort 
Stevens, by Ms. Donise Stevens of Alexandria Virginia.  
 
 In addition, Civil War foods, prepared by FREED  
(Female Re-Enactors of Distinction) were displayed and 
served by the ladies of this African American Civil War 
Museum re-enactor group.  Several FREED re-enactors  
also performed in character. The conference concluded 
with a wreath-laying ceremony at the African American 
Civil War Memorial.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Delegate Taylor presents citation to 
symposium chairman as emcee 
looks on 

Students meet Mr. Frederick Douglass 

Military Road School teacher, Mrs. 
Doris Tracy Taylor, who taught at 
the school from 1952-1954, attends 
reception with her husband 

USCT descendants at wreath-
laying ceremony 



 

 

 
November 18, 2006 – Remembrance Day in Gettysburg 

 
Several MRSPT members attended the annual 
Remembrance Day Celebration in Gettysburg, PA., 
which commemorates the reading of the Gettysburg 
Address and is attended by thousands of re-enactors 
and Civil War buffs.  Two members, who are also 
FREED re-enactors, marched with the 54th 
Massachusetts USCT in the parade. 

 
Soon to be Unveiled  ~ Cultural Tourism, DC has established a number of Heritage 
Trails in communities throughout the District of Columbia, which are designed to bring 
tourists from the Mall into neighborhoods of historical significance.  In 2007, the 
Brightwood Heritage Trail will be completed and unveiled.  This project, for which 
MRSPT is the non-profit sponsoring organization, will include such historic sites as 
Fort Stevens, The Military Road School and the Battleground National Cemetery.    
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We were deeply saddened at the loss of Mrs. Donnessa Lucas on June 30, 2006.  Mrs. 
Lucas, a senior alumnus of the Military Road School and founding member of the 
Military Road School Alumni Association, served as Chaplain of MRSPT, and we 
were honored to have her bless the meal at our 2006 Prayer Breakfast. 
 

2007 2007 2007 2007 –––– Programs and Events of Significance Programs and Events of Significance Programs and Events of Significance Programs and Events of Significance    
 
     Annual Prayer  Breakfast -  January 27 
 

Pear ls of Great Pr ice Mentor ing School ~ February-July 
 

      Civil War Symposium, Raleigh, Nor th Carolina ~  March 23-25  
   (visit www.blackcivilwar .com) 

 

Civil War Symposium, Washington, DC ~ September 
 

          2007 Scholarship Award Fundraiser   
      

    Br ightwood Her itage Trail  
 

Call 202-577-6956 for updated information or visit www.mrspt.org.  
 



 
 
 
Having obtained historical status for the Military Road School building, the Military 
Road School Preservation Trust seeks to preserve the school’s rich legacy of 
educational excellence.                
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